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The Gap Between Exceptionalism & Globalism

Risk of “the Myanmar Way”:

Risk of “international standards”:

Australian
&= National
Sae2y University

local exceptionalism = algorithmic globalism =

continuation of the
status quo

inability to address
local challenges & local needs

Either way, the result = no propagation of
international system (knowledge/skills/values)
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— Environmental
Law




Status
—

Quo

Challenging the Status Quo

— Myanmar environmental law

Colonial legal = “fortress
conservation”

Conflict = environment as cash
reserve

Military enterprise =
environment as illicit & licit
revenue stream

State centralization =
“greenwashing” against
indigenous peoples
Authoritarianism = blind
obedience
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International principles

Nature-culture conservation
Intrinsic value, eco-system services
Science

Good governance

Rights-based approaches

International Environmental Law is a Threat
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Context in Aid Recipients _' National
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Myanmar universities

* Lack of money —_
* Lack of electricity _ _
* Lack of internet International actors
* Lack of textbooks  Dependence on technology
* Lack of infrastructure * Dependence on infrastructure
(buildings, cla_ssrf)oms, offices) . Depende.nce on academic-fre.edom International
* Lack gf capacity in L o A Assun_wptlon of base capacity in . Environmental
teaching/research teaching/research
* Isolation from global * Assumption of connection to globa Law
discourses discourses
* Authoritarian legacy = blind *  Worldview of modern global
obedience + NO CRITICAL universities
ANALYSIS - -
*  Worldview of colonial -
universities

Stopping Foreign Ways
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e Political transition

**Instability & uncertainty
«*Factions/interests
s*Underdevelopment
+»*Conflict

* Authoritarian legacy

+*Colonial & military history
+*Command-and-control
s*Corruption

**Predatory leadership
s*Surveillance state
+»*Sclerotic bureaucracy
**Poor transparency

**Poor education
+*Isolation

e Culture

*¢*Patron-client relations
s*Kinship networks

+*No communication & no inquiry

s Anxiety

+»*Risk aversion to innovation & change

+*Cultural exceptionalism

Context in Aid Delivery

-

Contextual
Issues of
Local Actors

Contextual
Issues of
Aid Providers

Donor-driven
Competition

Secrecy

Positivism
Parachute/drive-by aid
Short-term project cycles
Universalism
Reductionism
Neo-colonialism
Paternalism
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