COMMUNTTY PROTECTED FORESTS
PREAMBLE
In response =Zo the commands of His Malesty the Xing
dated 1972 and 1234 =0 the Roval Government of 2hutan, and in
exerclse of the power conferrvrad bv Section 27 of the Bhutan
forest Act of 1969, Roval Government of Bhutan has framed the

followling rules;

1. SHORT TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT

1.1 These rules can e called Community Protected Forests,
Rales , 1990,
1.2 Trhese rules shall come into force immediately.
2. DEFINITIONS.
Crnless the zubiect or context otherwise requires, In these
Rules:
{a) "Acht" means The Bhuzan Forest Act, 1969,
(b) "Cownunity Protaected Forssts" neans any na-
tional forest land located arcund a village or a
group of villages handed over to the benefifting
community or communities for its preotecticn and
managmant with an objective to protect the sur-
rounding envirconment and to ensure sustalned
supply of basic needs IZrom the forests.
(o) "Users’ Group'" means a gycup formed by the
villagers to establish Ceommunity Protected Forests

in accordance with the Community Protected Forests



(d) "Agrsed ?2lan" wmeans a forest nanagement plan

Py

appraved v the Recval Governnment of 3hutan.

3. Designation of the Community protected Forests

3.1 Followlng categories of land can be designated as Community
Protected Faorests:
- any Government rorests cr part therecf capaple
of regensrating py itself 1f prdtected against
grazing, fire, and other uncontrelled use of
biomass;
- gazzeted forests alcng the rivers, roads, and
watersheds of the community drinking water and
irrigaticn water sources;
- any dgazetted fcorasts consistinf standing trees

which i1f managed and protected under sustained

m

=

l1eld basis could provide conteonuous supply of
fuel fodder and constructicn timber to the local
comnunities.

[ Note: Areas To pe seT aside for the "Community Protected For-

ests" preferably should have a distinct boundary features to

differentiata 1t from the "Naticnal Forests" e.g streams, ridges,

cultivated land etc.)

4. Procedures for the Establishment of the Community Protected

Forests™.
4.1 Households willing to establish, »rotect and nanage a poten-
tial forests area as a community protected forests under <this

rule shall form an users’ group. Five or more households shculd



form such users’ group and 2!
the group. They srtoculd aponly Throush Gup/Mandal of that Block
Dasho Dzongda of their district by comgpleting thres coples of a

standard forn as specifisd in Schedulse 1 of tnis Rule.

4.2 Review of the application and allotment of Community Protect-

ed Forest.

After reviewing the application subnmnicted bv the users’
group, Dasho Dzongda shall forward tne agopllcaticn subpmitted by
the users’ group to the concerned Oivsional Forest Officer for
field wverification and technical review lncluding the confirma-
tion on the legal status of the provosed area reguested for the
establishment of the Community BPBrotechted Forest. After field
checking and necessary rzview if the DF0O  finds that the dscrpi-
tion 1n the application to ze consistent with Rule 3 of the

Communlty Protected Forest Rules shall forward the application to
Dasho Dzongda {District administrateor) . Dashs Dzongda will chack
the applicaticen and feorward 1t te Dasho Zonal administrator he

shall reconmend Minis

rt
1,

ry of Agriculturs for final aporoval.
The Yinistry of Agriculture snall have the fipal authority *to
approve the allottment of the proposed forest for Community
Protected Icrests.
4.3 Handing over of the Community Forest to the users’ ou
After recelving the apprcval from tne Ministry of Aqri-
culture, the Divisignal Forest Orfflcer shall demarkatse the for-
ests and hand it over <to the users’ group for the mangement an

utilization by signing a contract as attached in Scheduls 2 of

this Rule.
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4.4 Certificate cf the Community protected Foregts

After demarkating and handing over of a designated Community

Protected reorests to a particular users’ group, DFD shall issue a

7]

ertificate of ownership as prescribed in Schedule 3 of this

=l

ul
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4.4 Preparation of the management plan and its implementatuion

4.4.1 The concerned Range Officesr shall prepare a management plan
for the proposed Community Protected Feorest according to the
guidelines provided in Schedule 1 ©f this Ruls. The Rangs Officer
shall prepare the plan with The actlve participation of the

Sup/Mandal and €Lhs membsrs of the wsers’ group.

4.4.2 This vlan shall be reviewsd by Dré and he will approve the

plan for implementation with amrendments 1f necessary.

4.4.3 Under the overall supervision of the Diwvisional Forest
office, the users’ group shall be respornsible for the protection
and management of the Comnunity Protected Teorests handed over to
them. The repcnsibilityv among otherthings shail include:

- protect and tend the younyg seedlings;

- savet the forest against fire;

= RProLeCcT Thiz Tiee

4]

ayalnst uncontrolled luppluy,
felling, resin tapplng, debarking, or any cther
d = J

act that Jawages them,

4]

- lmolement tre arascrition of The management plan
2 g

prepared Zur the aresa;



- prohibit Lthe nining ©of s3and, =tones and soil

from the designatad commun:

]

it
b
o

rotected forest
areas;
- any other actlivities as and when reguired.

5 Assistance to be provided by the Department of Forests tag

implement the management plan

The Cepartment of Forests shall provide necessary seeds and
seedlings free of costs to the users group tc enrich the commun-
mity protected forests handed cver to them. Technical assistance
shall be provided as and when necessary to ilmplement the manage=-
ment prescriptions.

6.Record keeping of the Community Protected forests

The records of the Community Protected Forests established
under the provision of this ra2gulation shall be malntained by the
respectlive Divisional Torest Oftficer and the Gup/Mandal. Coples
pf such records should be copiad Lo the Department of Ferests,
respective Dzenkhag and the Office of the Zonal Administrator.

6. Prghibited activities inside the Community Protected Forests
The villagers and the members of the users’ group shall
not perform or direct the performance of any <f the following
activitles inside the Comnunity Protected Forest:
- us2 the land In any manner other than as
orescribed in the managenent plan;
- sell, mertgage, cr otherwise alienate thne
forest,
- minirg, hunting, and unauthorirzed recrea-

tional activities:



- to build nouses or huts for the purposes
othear than the protecticn of The communi-~
Ty protected farest;

- o use lards as gardens ovr orchards or

I'n

or growlng permanent c¢rops or as shift-

ing culcivatction.

5. Special incentives for participating as a member of the users’
qroup.

Households particlpating as a member of The users’ group
in the Comnunity P2Protected Forestry Programme will be charged
only one fourth cof the =stablished rovalty rate by RGCR of any
forest produce reguired Zor thelr heouseheld consumption i1f their
needs can not be net from the Community protected Forest. It will
he the responsihility of Casha Dzongda fto make necessgary ar-
rangemnent through respective Zups/Mandals to penalize any member
of the users’ Jgroup or the users’ group as a whole 1f zhey are
fecund To neglect implementaticn of the agreed plans and pro-
gramnes under Communlty Protected Forestry programme in thelir
respective wvillage. The respective Gups/Mandals will be required
£o submit a menorandun of understanding betwsen the members of
the usars’ group to Dashoc Dzongda sutlining the details of penal-

ties to be exercised to these nkglsacting the implementation of

o}

Tha zchenme.



. Royalties and benefit sharing frowm the Community Forest.
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forward particulars of such prices

Qfflce.



7.5 The proceeds fvcm the sale cr supply of fsrest products
from the Community 2Protected fForest shall be credited to a re-
volving fund account of the users’ group.
7.6 The concerned users’ group <an use the fund moblllsed
from the preceeds of the sale in the following community develop-
ment activitles:
- enrichment plantation, fencing of the critical
areas, and any other cost regulired for the imple-
mentation 2f the management plan and the protec-~
tion of the community vrotected forests;
- soll conservation and ercsion control works to
protect the immediate environment o©of the communi-
ty;
- maintenance and protection of %the loczal irriga-
tion channels and watgr supply schemes;
- improvement of trails and other community
infrastrucutre.
7.7 Dasho Zeonal Aadministrator snall coordinate the use of the
revalving funds generatad frowm the Comnunity protacted forests
and make necessary arrangement for the auditing of such funds on
an annual basis.
7.8 If the productlon from thne Communlty Protected Torest far
exceeds fthe local demand, the users’group can export the forest
products outside the country. However, exper®™ can be dane only
through Department of Forestis., 0QF will lewvy 2% percent of the

net sell income from tThe users’ group. The procedures fer the



exgort of such forest oroducts shall 2= gulded by The prevailing

rules and regulaticon of the 3hutan rorest AcCU.

o

8. Monitoring of the gale of forest products and maintenance of
recorads.

!

3.1 While selling, supplving, and moving ferest products
from the Lommunity Krotected rorast, the concernsed users’ group

shall prepare four coples of the permit In the form indicated in
Schedule 3. One copy shall pe lissued =Zo the puver, the second
copy will be forwarded to the concerred DFC, the third copy will
e issued to the Dzongxkhag Administration and the last coby snall

be retained by the Gup/Mandal.

8.2 The users’ group shall malntaln accurate accounts of the
sale or suplly of forest products from the Community Protected
FTorest. Users’ group shall deslgnate member secretary of the

group to assume this function.

3.3 The checking of the irregularities of the Zorest products
sold py tThe uUsers’ group Lo an 1lndividuai or local 1industry
through permit obtained under Rule 3 sub-rule 8.1 will Dbe the
regponsibility af the users’ groun. Gup/Mandal shall pe responsgi-
ble for settling any cases of theft or irregularities pertaining

to the forest products from the Community Protected rForest,

8.4 The users’ group will be made responslble for any lrregular-
ities and will comply To all the rules, regulation, and guidance

issued fime ftc Time by the Departnent of Forests.



9, Reporting.

3.1 Gup/Mandal with the assistance of each usars’ Jgroup
shall prepare an annua. report on the status of the Community
Protacted Farest as outlined in the Schedule and submit 1t to
Dasho Dzongda with a cCopy to cencerned DFO within one month from

the date of expiration of =ach fiscal vear.

9.2 Dasho Dzongda shall direct tThe concerned planning
officer in tne Dzongkhag to conduct necessary enquiries in xe-
spect to the proplems and issues Lacing smooth i1mplementation of

the Community Protected Forestry programme in the district.

9.3 Department of Forests reserves the right to Inspect the
Community Frotected Forests as and when needed. respective Divi-
sional Forest Officer shall submlit inspectlon report to the
Department of Foragts and to Drzongkhag (District Administration

Office) at least once Lln every Lwo years.



SCHEBULFE

(Pertaining t ul
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4.1%

APPLICATION FORM EXPRESSING INTEREST TO ESTABLISH COMMUNITY

PRCTECTED FOREST

Dasho Dzongda,
Dzongkhag.

Dasho,

In accordance with the notlificaticn promulgated by the
Department of Forests on ,being desirous of estab-
lishling a Community Forest for the purpose of develspling forests
through protection and afforestation 1In the provosed area de-
scribed below ecn behalf of the users’ group of
village consisting of = households, I am
forwarding this application for your consideration to allocate
following area as per attached sketch aap adliacent to our commu-~
nity to establish Community Focrest.

a) Name of the Black
by Willage: .
c) Description of the national Zorests or community land identi-
fied for the establishment of the Community Forest:

1. Name and location:

2. Boundary description:

1

%
3
W

3. Area:

4. Number of standing trees, thelr silze and specles.

{List of trees attacned).

d} Is the proposed site inside the Zorest demarcation?
e} Has the community paid land tax aof any xind?

f) Has kthare been cultivation inside the proposed area during the
tast threa vears? .

g)Is the users’group willing to follow The prescription of the
revegetation pvlan prepared by the Department of rForests and
agreeable to complv with the Community Torest Rules?

Name of the Gup/Mandal
Signature:
DAatTe




Name and signature of the representative of the households
participating in the users’gqroup.

S.N Name. Signature.

10



SCHEDULE
(Partaining to sub~rule 4.%)

Ccontract between the users’ group and the Department of Forests

to protect and maintain the Community Protected Forest handed to
them.

We rhe undersigrad ot village

Bilock of the Dzongkhag have formed a

users’ qgroup and agree to protect nad managem the Community
Protected Forest in__ acs of land as per our applicatian dated

until such trime when our performance is evaluated by a
team of RGOB officials. We are aware of the contents of the
Community protected Farvaestiry rules pubhiished by fthe Departnent
of Forests and agree to follow all the obligation as a menber of

the user’s group.

g .N Name . Signature.
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tnent of Cerests, I am handing eover the
Community Forest mentioned above to the signatories of this con-
tract for the protection and management until such time when the
performance 1s avaluated and a certificate of cwnership 1s award-

ad,

Name of the DFO:
Forest Diwvision:
Signature :
Date :




SCHEDULE 3
(Pertaining To sub-rule 8.1}

ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF BHUTAN

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS
FOREST DIVISION.

CERTIFICATE OF OWNERSHIP OF THE COMMUNITY PROTECTED FOREST.

Mr.
Gup/Mandal Block.
Dzengkhag.

In accordance with the rules promulgated by the Department
of Forests to establlish Community Forest on and
subject To the rscommeandation by an sevaluation team formed by
RGOB to evaluate the performance of the managemert and protection
by the users’ group headed by you, I am pleased to 1nform you
that the Department of Forests has decided to award certificate
of joint ownership of the forest produce inside the Community
Forest as per attached sketch map and other information as wmen-
tioned below

A) Name and location of the Community
Forest:

B} Description ¢f ithe Boundary

C) Area:

D) Name and address of the member of the ussrs’ roups
=l ®

Name . Address.

Official awardiing vertilflicate.
Name:
Deslgnation
Signature:
Date:




