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FERAMELE

The Forgw 1s mos) imporiant natural weallh of
this coomrry. The {ulers sconomyv of 1he people and
the country is very much dependent on ils proolion,
consevation and scienlife managemenl based o0 LR
prescripians of  CWarking  Plans” which  will cosver oas
mach @i the foresis s 1% [easikie. Besides, che Doreed
pays vilal rele in the prescrvalion and confinuaon of
aesthetic wiews, an-fall & [(enperature regime and as
s deterent factor against soid erosion. To ensure (his
ahjeerive it gy besn comsiderad asofsidry & Naer T
Forest Acr 1o consalidate the law relaning o0 foresis,
e transtt af forest procduecs and dory leviahla or umber

and other Forest produss.
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Al ACT TQ AREND THE LAW RELAT'NG TC FORCSTS,
FOREST FRODUECE AND THe DUTY LEVIABLE QM
TIMEBEE. AND OTHER FORESY FRODLZE IM

BHUOUTAHN

CHAFPTER -I

Praliminary

This Act may he clled the Bhotan Foesest Al ol 1955
This Act axtends bo the whals of Bhotan.

It COMmes NI 10rzA wyith efhect 1M0M 5 Nowcmper 1404,
'm this Act and in el fzles mBds thareunder :—

ral "Forest Dicer” means any persgn anocinted by Hig
Maesly's Governmert 0 ceriy aut Alf or any Gl the
Furpaszas ol this Ack:

[y “Tree" includes pafms, bambons, stemps, Breshwsond dand
canas:

el “Twlaer” inciudes trees when 1hey hase 1alier ar have
tean felled and =il wesd wheiher comyva<ted or o,

(dl “Fatesl Froduce™ includes the folipwoiry whether found
a2 kroughl fror foregis ar nor;

[y mi=ker, charcoal, cetschu, wood-oil, resin, natural

varrish bark. lac. Hewsny  seeds and fruits, trees
arndihairlea -, gedecer. crappare. racde. orchids etc.

[i:1  wild animals and birds, skins, tusks, horns, bones,
cilk, ey %, Rendy dnd wax and il allues periz or
gradoce ol anrmals and BEaras,

Liny  Paat, surace seil | mocks ord minerals;
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(31 “Forest Froduce™ includes the following wheiher
fcund a0 or brought from farests or non
3} simrbar, shogregal,  catechu,  woaAlNE emais,
patiural warnish, bark, lzc, flowers, sseds
and fruirs, fress and Eheir leaves.  grassgs,
creepers, recds, orelids et

{1ij wild animals and birds. skins, 1usks, harns,

Wonss, §ilk, foceonrs, heney and war apnd
all athar pare ar preadoes of ammals and

birds,
(i) Peay surface soil, rocks and mineraly,

(el Farest™ roeens any land under forgsts woch
o perser has goquired & permaceml
heritable and  trapsferable rght ol use and
cesupatiayi

tFy *Forest offence”™ mreans an offenee punishable
under this Acy

gy “Cargle”  includes eleshants, buoffaloes, horses,
ponics, mules, asm}. pigs, sheep apd goat:

(hl "River™ ngfudes any stream, cannal aod chamndl,
natural or artificial

iy Ciwid Dfficer™ means. Commissiopsr.  Assir
Cormmissioner, Deputy Commussioner,  Sub-
Divisional Gficer, Thompoen, Ramjam. Dironzdal
Or aoy person speciaify  ompovweersd by S
Majeiy's Govermment w try Jorsst offences
under this Aet

CHAPTER--I
Researyvatjan aff Foeerts

5. With effect [rom the date of publicapon o this
Aet all forests as defined wnder Secyon 4 f2 arr
declared as Government Reserved Forests.
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The follewing acts are prohibited in Reserved

Foresis -—

{al any fresh elearing or breaking uwp of ary land
for cultvagon or 2oy other [Tusposs

{2} setting of fire to a Reserved Forest or leaving
any fire burning in such manner as 1o grdan.
ger such a [forests:

icy felling, girdling, lopping, tappang <f injur.ng
any 1rec;

{di quarting of mineral, rock, stone, bouldzr, sand
and any other [orest produce;

{e) poiscning water, hunting, shooting, fishing or
s&LLAE Lraps O LOATCS,

(f] prazing caitle in pew plantaliogs, regencralion
and catchoenl arcas of streams resepved  Tor
supply of water for dripking and hydro-clectne
orajects and in such areas as may be restoicied
by His Majesty’s Govorpment.

Any parson who commits any ¢Bence under secrion

& of this Acl shall be punizshabiz with imprisonment

which may ecocod o three mepths or with foe

which may exiend 0 Ka 309/ o with Tl in

addition to snch compensation lor damage denc (o

the forest as may be ordered by the ccnvicling

COUTL,

Nothipg  in this Chapter  shall be desmed o

profibin - —

(aj. any ewi Wwps wildh othe poondades 4 widog
of & Forest Officer specially smpowered Lo
grani such  permission or ungder any  order
issusd by His, Majesty’s Govéetnmead.

(adii. apecial permil: for any lorest produces shell he
granted only By His Majesty the King of
Hhuran,
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4]

¢hy  the practice of shifiing cultivauon {Jhummomg;
in the areas where i1 was praciiced poor o
v wl whia Moy, His T\'I-ﬂ.jl::.'[}"_’. L IVE Y- TRTR A I
roserve [he right 1o withdmw this coocsssion
i" such wand endanpers the szfety of the H:gh-
wuvs and publdic property. Fresh cleargnce for
wultng  culiivanon is  stmctly prohibied  ard
alfenders shall ke punished wveder Section 7 of
this Aer,

ic) escroise of ary right er*aied by srny grany or
searmact in writirg made by ar on hohall or
Flie STapesty’s Govermnteat

aly o all kinds ar [orest ogeralions shalb be prohibi-
wd  wilhin any cachmenr area wheather 0o
the catchment for hydro-clectrnic progect ar ol
waler supply to townshia.  Faorests arc coonple.
1cly  prorectsd.

CHAFTER - I
Fights and Concessions

Kight 1 respecl o) cattle grazimg n Keserved Rorocs
by Incal wiilagees sha:l conlinuee on payment of sech
laxes 2% may beo imposed by His Majsary's Gavern-
ment [Tem  Ome 1o fime paccpd N arcas rosiricrod
undsr dectien & {(0) of this Acr.

Whereadn  dthe requirement of timber for beorafde
gomes!ls vRRaEIMREiIlGn of 1he 1ocal people SRaill Do
continucd ta be providsd for [rom privale land or
Reserved Farest on pavment ef royalty as faed
hy s Maizsty's Governmanr from time i 1ime
iHis sajesiv’s Government reserees the right o ihe
ahaatye ownerstiep ol 1rees, thmber and other forest
prrnfee 0N privkde Jand, Theie frece may B aarde
avalyble byoa Farest Crlicer ar apy Qllicer so
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crmpawered v His Majesty's Gavernmentl, Sais or
ha=tcr of such Gmher 35 strctly probibieed zad
viotation of this will make the offender liable 1o
TMRrTirgment which may  edlend (o one manin o
witlt e wiich may exwepd 2 Rf 1005 oF
with mnth.

Coallecpon of firewond (or boasbSdr doamestic pse
may he parmitted lres of rovalty from dead, dying

and failem wress. Af such firewood is not availaks,
Arawh frgwsod Mmooy Pr ocupplicd fram thineing o

f:l.J'lt':ng of - inferier species  ynder sapervision cof
Foaresy Ofcer or any OFcer o empowsred by
His Mapesiy's Oovernment,

Locti peopic mar coniinus (o exercise the right 1o
eolleer leaf-liter. boulder. $fone sod sand for bona-
Fda domegiic wce {res of rovalty  prouided  cysh
remavgl does not endanger salfety of the Highways
I ilycgitrnie ETOSION,

CHAPTER IV
Fenaities acd Prooedores

Whatt there /5 regsont A belleve thed 3 fores
affence has been commilled in respect of any fhres
rrodyce, such produce 1ogfther with [l tosls, boars,
carts. eactle or vehicles used o committing  such
offience, may be sswzed by any -Forest Officer, whe
well 1hen inform the nearest Civil OfReer for (-l
ul whe aTesge.

Any Faresa Cfficer of rank not lower than that of

oo ) .

a Rapper witw or whose subordinate has stizeq
any tools, boals, carts. catile gnd veligless under
Section |3, moy release the same on cxecution by

the awner of a dond ¢ peoduction of Lhe pro-
narty gn releated. whap taquired belors the Tiuil
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Officee. Such  praperty, $a seized, shall be liablc
o confiscation o1 additien o mpy other punishment
preserined Tor uch ofence.

When  offender 5 Aol koown, the Faoarest Gfheer
may order the groperty, in respect of which ofTence
has been commmitied, 1o be conbzted.

Il a person knowingly counterfeils upon any timbes
ar standing (ree, @ mart oged by Forest Offzer
or alters, defaces any sych mark, or desiroys the
Puowidary vk v pilanr of aury Fuiezl shall s
punishabez with Imprisonmenl which may exlend 10
b manths or with fine ar wih bath.

Any  Forest Offfecsr, without orders frem a Civil
LIficer, ¢an dcrést 2y person  against whom o
reasopable suspicion txisis o having been connected
im any forett nfence snd prodors the perinn sre=cred
tefore the mesresy Civil Officer for tnal

Ay Focrst Ofcsr nol bBelow the rank of a Forea
Banges can be empowersd by B Majesty’s Govern-
nenl o agegt 2 rEasenable sum of monegy Trom
any parsao by way of compeosalion for (he offonee
which such person 1% suspecied to have commitied
g:d oo payment of sueh money the suspetied person,
i i custody, shall be discharged aad  fhe  scired
praperty, if any, may be rcleased,

wasnever Are is causzd willfully or by grost negpli-
gease i & Faservad  Farcst, che ofender shall &e
punished a5 per degisions passed in the Wational
ASSEmbIY,

CHAPTER- YV,
Miscellaneoys,

Nothing shall be done ta fell or damage trees or
clwas (mrasts upia o distanes of GOO" wpnill & °°
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{73
deranhill of 1he Nauopal Highways Ofenders
shall be  punished with impnsonment which  may
extcnd 10 ofle manch or wiah Bne which may estend
Ly ﬁs’." IR~ por (ree OF &My Crass,
H

Mathing in this section shall deem 10 probibic any
act done with the mermission in writing of a Forser
Officer specially smposwersd to grant such permisijon,

The contrel of all rivers & thesr banks as rtegards
the Rcating &f timber, as wel! 25 control of 2l timber
& other [atest produce i transit by land, ar or
wales 15 wetled i His Mailesty's Gowverpmeny and
Homay imeke mzlas g reguigir the reansic oF 2l rimber
d ather foresr produce.

All timbers found adrift, beached, stranded or sunk

shall be gesmed to be proporty of His Majesty's
Lovernment palesr apd unnl any parioz oitzbishesd

fus right. Such timber may 'be collected by gny
Forest Officer and disposed of in the Best ingeres:
af Mis Majesty's Government.

Civil Dffivar mgy ejret any perion frem land jn 2
Reserved Forestl in which oo person has besn allowed
L setlle and such parson may bz ordertd O vaosis
forthwith and the Civil Officer may confiscate & gell
any crop mised or anvy building erectsd wihouwt
authany.

Cattle wespassing in 2 Rastreed Fotest which has
heen lawlully closed 1o grazing shall be deemsd 1o
< doIng warmhage to  planfaliofs, 2gzrerdbon &
catchment arzaz and may be scized and impounded
by any Forest Officer.

His Majesty™s Governmenl may resume LRy private
land used for cultivation, pasture 2zd  homesisad
and bring 11 under purview of this Aol IF spch
rmyanpicn Ty consflered  pecessary [ol ErEvealon
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ol lahdslip on Highways, and for mantmance ol
water supply In catchment areas.

His Maiesey™s Goverpmen! may make mules o mefulate
the follawing -~

fa) hunting, shoatng, Ashing aad catchingof elephangs
and ather anirals in the Reserved Forests:

{t) felling, sawing, conversion & removal of trees
2nd pmber and the collection, manufaciure and
cernocwal @l fBrga: Pr-:rdu-::—; {fvom TResared Foresy,:

(¢} pranging of license or contractis ic persons felling
ang remeving of trees or vimber or other proguce
fram Reserved Forest for the prupese of trade:

fadf devy of duty jn such manper afsuef plces gnd
at such ratss gn all timber or other forest produce
wihigh |s giwduced Iochis geuaniy and alaa which
13 hrought from autside,

Power to order for cizacihg gnd breaving up of
land for cultivation or other purposts in a Reyer-
wved Faorest shall assciutely vest with the Mimiger
af Forssls only,

Every person, who exercises any tight in a Reseryed
Forest or whe iz pormitted 1o take any (orest pro-
duce and every person who is employed by such
persan shali be Bound 1o fumish, without upnsCesigry
dJelay, to the negrest Forsst OMficer, any informpa-

ticn he may pomsess regarding commission of any
Forcat offows gy weewircns  of any forest k.

Faiture ¢ do s shell be punishable with imprison-
ment which may  estend 1o one wmonth or with a
finc which may extend 1@ Rs. 209/~ or with bogh,

fay All money payale (o His Majesty’s Qovemment
under this Act gr on account of pnce of any
funcst produse timy i mor paid  when daeet, be
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recovered under the law Tor the time being in force
as af it were an aprear of land revenge.

(b} Fares! produpe, iF jeft, be Laken paossession of
by a Farest Officer whe may sell Buch praguce by
public auction and eredit the sale procesde towards
the duems. IF 1he procesds do mat cover the dues
pavakle [0 Hizs Majesly's Government, the biance
amounl may b recovered ander the faw for he
time being in force as if it were on arrear of land
MNaothing shall be done o Jell or damage frees or
clear Jorests in the arca of Mavonal Park ar Game
Sanctuary of the shootng grounds of His Majesty
the King. The offender shall be punshed  with

marisonment whneh mgy exiend o ane mooth or
with Ame which moy axissd A B M0 or Both,

Royal Command issuegd by His Majesty, the King
from tune 1w tme shall supersede all or any of
the provisions of this Act



