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OCEANA IS LAUNCHED IN THE PHILIPPINES
November, 2014: National Symposium on 

Fisheries



OCEANA PLAYING CRUCIAL ROLE IN 
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
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HOPEEMPOWERMENT



How are we doing it?
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Makers

Direct 
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Public
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Law



Amendments to Fisheries Code are key 
step towards restoring ocean abundance

• Vessel monitoring system
• Increased penalties
• On board inspectors 
• Administrative tribunal
• No restraining order for 

enforcement of fisheries laws 
for lower courts

• Citizen Suit provision
• Protections from harassing 

lawsuits against citizens and 
enforcers



BAN DESTRUCTIVE FISHING GEAR
Industry challenges 

government in court
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Mainstreaming fisheries issues 
during the presidential campaign

7



2018: A Fantastic Year for Fish and Fisherfolk

CAMPAIGNS IN THE PHILIPPINES

• Protect Benham Bank

• Ban Bottom Trawling 

• End Commercial Fishing in Tañon Strait

• Institutionalize Vessel Monitoring 

• Establish Rules for Sardines 



CAMPAIGNS IN THE PHILIPPINES

PROTECT 
BENHAM 

BANK

BAN 
BOTTOM 

TRAWLING

END 
COMMERCIAL 

FISHING IN 
TAÑON STRAIT

INSTITUTIONALIZE 
VESSEL 

MONITORING

ESTABLISH 
RULES AND 

REGULATIONS 
FOR SARDINES

VICTORY! SUSTAINED 
ENFORCEMENT 

FOR REPLICATION
NATIONWIDE

REQUIRED FOR 
COASTAL LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS; 

OCEANA LAWSUIT 
MOVED BFAR TO 

ACTION

RULES FOR 
SCIENCE-BASED 

FISHERIES 
MANAGEMENT 
AREAS SYSTEM

VICTORY!



DELINEATED FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 
AREAs (FMAs)

Philippine 
waters are 
divided into 

12 FMAs

January 28, 
2019

Establishment of 
Fisheries 
Management Areas 
(FMA) for the 
conservation and 
management of 
fisheries in the 
Philippine waters

DA-BFAR FISHERIES ADMINISTRATIVE 
ORDER NO. 263, S. OF 2019





PROTECT BENHAM BANK
300,000 hectares  protected, including 

Benham Bank as no-take zone!



BAN BOTTOM TRAWLING

Municipal waters in the Philippines

226,000 sq.km
Estimated number of municipalities

320

Joint Memorandum Circular
(JMC) No: 2018-03

November 28, 2018



END COMMERCIAL FISHING 
IN TAÑON STRAIT 

2018 Goal: Get BFAR and government enforcement 
agencies to prevent commercial fishing vessels from 
fishing in Tañon Strait



Convening of Tañon Strait Management 
Board Ends “Paper Park” Status



STRONG ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS
September to November 8, 2018

PATROLS ARRESTS

CASES FILED

Joint arrest of 
different agencies

Philippine National 
Police (PNP)- Regional 
Maritime Unit

Provincial Environment Office 
of Cebu
30 market inspection, 1 dockside 
inspection, 30 seaborne patrols

Bureau of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources

Philippine Coast Guard
Seaborne Patrols

Bureau of 
Fisheries and 

Aquatic 
Resources

Provincial 
Environment 

Office of 
Cebu

PNP 
Regional 
Maritime 

Unit
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Judges and Prosecutors Training

FISHERFOLKS CREDIT RELENTLESS  
ENFORCEMENT FOR ABUNDANT CATCH



INSTITUTIONALIZE VESSEL MONITORING

2018 Goal: Vessel monitoring  required  
for  commercial  vessels  in  Tañon  Strait  
and  other  Key  Fishing  Areas 

DILG REQUIRES COASTAL LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS TO ENACT VESSEL 

MONITORING ORDINANCES



OCEANA FILES LAWSUIT AGAINST 
DA AND BFAR – October, 2018

Co-Petitioners Artisanal Fisherfolk with 
Oceana’s legal counsel, Atty. Diokno



NEW CAMPAIGNS 
BEGINNING IN 2019

• Stop Illegal Commercial Fishing Nationwide

• Establish Rules on Fisheries Management Areas

• Deter Illegal Dump and Fill Activity

• Strengthen a Coral Rich Marine Protected Area 

(Under development)



STOP ILLEGAL COMMERCIAL 
FISHING NATIONWIDE

Transparency in the Sea through Vessel Monitoring 
and Mainstreaming Karagatan Patrol



THANK YOU!


