June 12, 2017
Welcome Message from the Deputy Chair of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law

On behalf of the Governing Board of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law (IUCN Academy),
| would like to extend to you our warmest welcome to the in-country “Training-the-Teachers”
Program to be held in Chiang Mai, Thailand, hosted by the Chiang Mai University School of Law,
from August 19 - 24, 2017.

As part of an ambitious vision to encourage academic institutions throughout Asia to include
the study of environmental law as a core subject, the IUCN Academy began the development of
a “Training-the-Trainers” (TTT) course about 10 years ago. With the generous support of the
Asian Development Bank, the IUCN Academy was able to conduct two very successful Train-
the-Trainers Programs in Manila during 2015 for some 65 scholars from 14 Asian countries.
These two Manila courses have paved the way for the ADB and the IUCN Academy to
collaborate further on capacity building of law professors and lecturers in the teaching of
environmental law within Asia by delivering four in-country TTT programs during 2016 (in
Malaysia, Vietnam, the Philippines and China).

We are pleased that ADB is supporting the continuation of this project during 2017 with the
planned delivery of three more in-country programs (in Thailand, Cambodia and Myanmar), and
are delighted to be conducting this, the first in-country TTT program in Chiang Mai, Thailand.
This will be the fifth in-country TTT program to be delivered thus far.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the trainers, both local and international,
who have dedicated their time to lead and participate in the Chiang Mai TTT Program. Equally,
we would like to thank all the participants for your interest in being trained to teach the subject
of environmental law. We hope that this is only the beginning of your contribution to making
environmental law an important subject in your universities for your students, as well as an
important area for your future legal research.

Etisabeth 4. Kirk

Professor Elizabeth Kirk,
Deputy Chair of the Governing Board,
IUCN Academy of Environmental Law
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Dear participants:

On behalf of Faculty of Law, Chiang Mai University, this is my honor to welcome you all to Chiang
Mai, the city with rich natural resources and gorgeous culture while it remains the center of
economic growth in the northern region of Thailand.

Once the trade and industry development plus increasing population in Chiang Mai rapidly erupt, as
it happens everywhere else like where you come from, this economic progression play the crucial
role to direct the society and environment. It is a mission of everyone to balance between
environment and development. The law is one of the tools to create norm and practice for human
activities while we maintain our development and conserve our environment and natural resources.
Hence, knowledge and understanding of the law governing environmental management is
necessary. Law school is the front line of legal professional formation, to produce the lawyers not



only to know the law but also to have social conscience, as well as potential to scrutinize and
perceive the fact. Therefore, they can implement the law efficiently.

Teaching environmental law is inevitable in the modern world where is the technology to extract
natural resource can damage severely and worldwide. The old school of lecturing and focusing only
on text books becomes deficient. The new learning method will provide law students to understand
and aware of environment, and groom them to be responsible lawyers in the future as the
legislature or the law enforcers.

In this special event, in-country Train-the-Trainers, as a part of “ADB’s Regional Capacity
Development Teaching Assistance Strengthening Capacity for Environmental Law in the Asia Pacific:
Developing Environmental Law Champion,” Faculty of Law, Chiang Mai University, feel honor and
proud to be a host organizer along with law professors from allied universities who are important
parts of the training. | am highly confident that this TTT program will be the beginning of academic
cooperation and capacity building for environmental law teaching in the future.

The most applause comes to the supporters’ organizations, first the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN Academy of Environmental Law)
initiated the regional TTT program. My thanks come to both in the name of organizations and
individuals who worked hard to make this in - country TTT Thailand happens.

Last but not least, | would like to give my special thanks go to all participants who join this TTT
program. We will walk through this week of the training program together and we are expecting the
fruitful outcome for the strengthening capacity and progress in environmental law teaching in law
school nationwide in the future.

Assistant Professor Dr. Pornchai Wisuttisak
Dean

Faculty of Law

Chiang Mai University
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