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(Material for field trip
A historic town : Wiang Kumkam)

By Chananphon Boonkerdsap
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Wiang Kumkam’s area
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A historic town : Wiang Kumkam?
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“Wiang Kumkam ™ is named an ancient underground city. This UNSEEN Thailand is
one of the important archaeological sitein Thailand. It is located in South East of Chiang
Mai, Tha Wang Tan, Sarapee district, Chiang Mai.

Wiang Kumkam, an ancient town, was established as a first capital of Lanna empire
by Payamengrai, the King of Yonoknakorn. After the big flood had occurred during the
period of B.E. 1558-1774 that made the Wiang Kumkam include the temples surrounded
sunk underground. Thus the Wiang Kumkam was destroyed and became an abandoned town
later on. After that there are people migrated and resided in that area.

In 1984 the Fine Arts Department found the ancient ruin, walls and pottery scraps of
the Wiang Kumkam. The Fine Arts Department has restored those including the
announcement from the department to declare them as an archaeological site in accordance
with the Act. So the Wiang Kumkam become a new famous and well-known ancient place
later.

The Wiang Kumkam (the Wiang Kumkam’s area is belongs to the private ownership)
has now become the one of the tourist attraction in Chiang Mai. It is the well-known place of
architectural, artistic and cultural of Lanna empire. The tourist can visit the ancient Wiang
Kumkam, including the temples, ancient remains and antiques e.g. Koo Pha Dom temple,
Meng Rai temple, the Bodhi Tree grown over 700 years, the old Statue of Buddah named
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“Luang Phor Khow”, the Pu Pier temple and the Chedi Liam temple, Chang Kam temple,
Nan Chang temple and Pra Jao Ong Dam temple etc.
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Wiang Kumkam’s area

Wiang Kumkam is the archaeological site, in which the Fine Arts Department has the
authority to manage in accordance with the Act but there is some problem occurs in this area.
The local people have owned this area as personal ownership. There are some issues to be
considered in management this archaeological site.

1. As the local people have owned this area as personal ownership. The authority may impact
the proprietary right of the ownership. Therefore these people should have the right to
participate in management this area.

2. Wiang Kumkam is one of the most tourist attraction in Chiang Mai. There are so many
tourists come to this place and increasing every year. Both government and non-government
are involved in economic term. Therefore the people who have the authorize should have the
right to manage this area in economically.

3. As the local people have owned this area as personal ownership, the Government should
manage the city plan of Wiang Kumkam appropriately.




