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How do we design an environmental law course? 

• to achieve both content and skills through  

– effective teaching methodology 

• how do we learn? 

• auditory? visual? doing? 

• learning can be improved through feedback; validation; 
practice; observation; reflection; critique 

• Doing? 

– small group discussions 

– presentations 

– mooting; clinics; role plays; field trips 

 



Teaching today is more than the teaching of content 

• "teaching is the non-hierarchical facilitation of active 
student learning, anchored by thoughtful teaching 
strategies" 

p.7 Australian Learning and Teaching Council  

report on Learning Outcomes and Teaching 

Development (2009) 

 



Student v teacher centred learning 



What influences teaching and learning? 

• Increased use of technology 

• Intensive teaching – accelerated programs 

• Greater administration for teachers 

• Lack of adequate resources 

• Poor class attendance 

• Larger classes 

• Teaching facilities 

• Demands for content at the expense of skills etc 

• Non-law school demands on students 

 



Student v teacher centred learning 

• Teacher – based 
– Traditional lecture format 

– Guest 

– Case-studies; comparative 

– Use of film 

– Electronic resources 

– Field trip 



• Student – centred 
– Small group drafting and report back 

– Structured class discussion 

– ‘free form’ class discussion 

– Brainstorming and report back 

– Role-play - http://www.iucnael.org/en/online-
resources/climate-law-teaching-resources  

– Mooting  
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The flipped classroom 




