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LEARNING OUTCOMES

qSession Content
ØEnhanced awareness of current critical 

environmental issues, at global, regional and 
national levels 

q Teaching Methodology
ØDemonstration of “structured small group 

discussion” and report back methodology  
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GEO -6:  2016: Overview -I

qUNEP (now UN Environment) launched the first GEO 
(Global Environment Outlook) in 1995.

qGEO regional assessments provide detailed analysis of 
regional environmental challenges as well as key findings 
and policy messages for each of the 6 UNEP regions. 

qThese are important for policy makers working in the 
regions to provide solid evidence and policy options which 
will help tackle environmental issues faced in the regions.
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GEO-6 – Overview -II
q Provides a comprehensive picture of the environmental factors 

contributing to human health and well-being
q Demonstrates economic growth and improved access to basic 

services in the region
q Highlights the complexity of the interlinked environmental, social and 

economic challenges
q Accelerating Environmental Degradation widely across the Region
q Adverse Impacts on Human Wellbeing
q Adverse Impacts on Eco-systems, Wildlife, Natural Resources
q Lack of Water Resources is a major concern
q Marine Environment –Pollution, dwindling fish stocks; high seas need 

special protection
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Overall Picture –Overview-III

qChanging demography, lifestyles and access to 
basic services

qIncreasing inefficiency in the use of resources
qIncreasing vulnerability to the impacts of natural 

hazards and extreme events
qIncreasing environmentally related health risks
qWidening gaps across the landscape of policies 

and legislation and their implementation
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GEO 6: Policy-Relevant Questions 

In the GEO-6 assessment, the judgment of experts is applied 
to existing knowledge to provide scientifically credible 
answers to policy-relevant questions:

Ø What is happening to the environment and why?
Ø What are the consequences for the environment and the human 

population of Asia and the Pacific?
Ø What is being done and how effective is it?
Ø What are the future prospects for the environment?
Ø What actions can be taken to achieve a more sustainable future?
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Asia and the Pacific region 

qAsia Pacific priority: 
Increasing vulnerability to the 
impacts of natural hazards 
and extreme events.
qUNEP shows: Between 
1990-2014, natural disasters 
affecting 4.5 billion people 
caused USD $1076 billion 
economic losses.
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Five GEO-6 Sub-regions in Asia & Pacific

1. Australia and New Zealand
2. Northeast Asia: China, DPR Korea, 

Japan, Mongolia and Republic of Korea
3. South Asia: Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran, 
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka

4. Southeast Asia: Brunei Darussalam, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, 
Singapore, Timor-Leste, Thailand and 
Viet Nam

5. Pacific: Cooks Islands, Federated States 
of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall 
Islands, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, 
Tuvalu and Vanuatu.
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South Asian Region -I

Scenario 1: Parched and unhealthy. “In South Asia, home
to nearly 1.6 billion people, cities are increasingly 
feeling the pressure of population growth and 
urbanization. Estimated 22 of 32 Indian cities face daily 
water shortages.

Scenario 2: Agricultural competition for water access. The 
strong push to intensify/expand agriculture results in 
deforestation and encroachment of natural ecosystems 
and increases agrochemical pollution, affecting the 
quality of watercourses and contaminating aquifers. On
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South Asian Region -II

• Scenario 3: Industrial and urban competition for water
access. For instance, Groundwater elevation in Lahore, 
Pakistan’s second largest city, fell by up to 45 metres 
between 2003 and 2011.

• Scenario 4: Water and sanitation for all (efficient use of 
water through appropriate pricing and conservation). 
This relates to SDG 6 on water and sanitation. All targets, 
however, are applicable to this sub-region’s water 
quality, water-use efficiency, transboundary cooperation, 
ecosystem management and community participation 
(Asia Foundation 2015). “
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South Asian Region -III
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South Asian Region -IV
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SDGs as a Driver for Better Environmental Regulation 
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Key Policy Messages of SDGs

qDecarbonize development 

q Improve resource efficiency

qProtect and enhance natural capital and ecosystem integrity

qBuild resilience to natural hazards & extreme climate events.

qRespond to environmental health risks

q Strengthen environmental governance for effective policy 

diffusion at multiple scales

q Strengthen science-policy interface and access to knowledge

q Enhance international/regional cooperation on climate, air 

quality and other environmental issues
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SOUTH ASIA
q SAARC Environment Action Plan (1997)
q Dhaka Declaration & SAARC Action Plan on Climate Change 

2008
q Delhi Statement on Cooperation in Environment (2009)
q Thimphu Statement on Climate Change (2010)
q SAARC Convention on Cooperation on Environment (2010): 

Entered into force on 23 October 2013.  Identifies 19 areas for 
cooperation in the field of environment & sustainable 
development ; exchange of best practices and knowledge;  
capacity building and transfer of eco-friendly technology. 

q SAARC Agreement on Rapid Response to Natural Disasters 
(2011)
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