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The Model Forest Act Initiative (MoFAl)

THE MODEL FOREST ACT INITIATIVE Q1 2026, NO. 15

MOFAI UPDATES

MoFAI unveils preliminary draft at COP30 and convenes first Partners and
Advisory Council Meeting

2025 has underscored—again—why forest governance matters. New satellite-based analysis
for 2024 recorded 6.7 million hectares of tropical primary rainforest loss, driven largely by

fires. In Southeast Asia, there are some encouraging signs: Indonesia reduced primary forest
loss by 11% (2023—-2024), and Malaysia saw a 13% decline, even as long-term pressures and
conversion risks remain across the region. In the Pacific, forest loss also continues, for
example, Papua New Guinea lost about 75,000 hectares of natural forest in 2024. These mixed
trends reinforce the need for practical, adaptable legal tools that countries can tailor to their
circumstances - an aim at MoFAlI’s core.

At UNFCCC COP30 in Belém, MoFAI presented the preliminary draft of the General Part of the
Model Forest Act at the COP30 Forest Pavilion. The session convened judicial leaders,
policymakers, and forest stakeholders to (i) introduce MoFAI as a global partnership for
modernizing forest law, (ii) consult on key innovations and implementation needs, and (iii)
identify post-COP30 entry points for piloting, capacity-building, and integration into national
legal frameworks—toward the planned 2026 launch of the General Part and its companion
Legislative Guide.


http://eepurl.com/iMuauc
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javascript:;

PASSED

The Bill supports for the planned management and

Monday - 1 December 2025

MoFAI then convened its first Partners and Advisory Council Meeting on 2 December 2025, with
the Executive Board, Advisory Council, Drafting Committee, and Secretariat. Participants
reaffirmed MoFAlI’s “shopping cart” approach and advised on next priorities, including refining
the preamble/principles, reviewing ESIA-related provisions in light of the 2025 ICJ climate
advisory opinion, addressing bioeconomy-driven wood demand (including the role of
planted/secondary forests), and strengthening integrity and anti-corruption safeguards. Partners
also highlighted the Legislative Guide as central to country application, including through peer
review and collaboration. The next meeting is tentatively planned for late March/early April
2026.

Finally, MoFAl, through ADB’s Law and Policy Reform Program, also helped advQance Fiji’'s
forestry reform, culminating in Parliament’s enactment of the Forestry Act 2025 on 1 December
2025. Working with international and national experts, including a MoFAI Drafting Committee
member, the team supported the review of successive drafts, piloted selected elements of
MoFAI's General Part in the Fijian context, and helped develop an implementation plan to
support operationalization. The Act is now law, with commencement pending implementation
readiness.

GLOBAL

e Delivery on forest pledges is massively off track — Forest Declaration Assessment 2025

o What it will cost to fund forests (and the forest-finance gap)

o UN summary note on the above finance findings and forest co-benefits

o COP30 forest-policy takeaways (incl. modernizing forest laws/tools)

e Forests and grasslands at UNFCCC COP30: spotlighting the value of terrestrial ecosystems for
climate S

o Over USD 5.5 billion announced for Tropical Forest Forever Facility as 53 countries endorse the
historic TFFF Launch Declaration

PACIFIC

e From bushfires to flooding: Pacific faces climate challenges as PICOF-17 convenes

Fiji

e Fiji’'s Parliament has passed the Forestry Act 2025

e -Fiji’'s Parliament has introduced the Forestry Bill 2025 that if passed will reform the Forestry sector
Landowners to have greater authority over forest licensing as Parliament unanimously passes

e Forestry Bill



https://www.parliament.gov.fj/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Bill-No.-36a-Forestry-Bill-2025.pdf
https://forestdeclaration.org/resources/forest-declaration-assessment-2025/
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/state-finance-forests-2025
https://www.un.org/esa/forests/news/2025/10/unep-launches-two-landmark-reports-on-forest-co-benefits-and-finance/index.html
https://www.un.org/esa/forests/collaborative-partnership-on-forests/forest-pavilion-at-cop30/key-messages-from-the-forest-pavilion/index.html
https://iucn.org/story/202512/forests-and-grasslands-unfccc-cop30-spotlighting-value-terrestrial-ecosystems-climate
https://cop30.br/en/news-about-cop30/over-usd-5-5-billion-announced-for-tropical-forest-forever-facility-as-53-countries-endorse-the-historic-tfff-launch-declaration
https://www.sprep.org/news/from-bushfires-to-flooding-pacific-faces-climate-challenges-as-picof-17-convenes?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://Fiji%E2%80%99s%20Parliament%20has%20passed%20the%20Forestry%20Act%202025
https://www.sas.com.fj/commercial-law-updates/fijis-parliament-has-introduced-the-forestry-bill-2025-that-if-passed-will-reform-the-forestry-sector
https://www.fijivillage.com/news/Landowners-to-have-greater-authority-over-forest-licensing-as-Parliament-unanimously-passes-Forestry-Bill-5r8fx4/

Papua New Guinea

e Papua New Guinea's rainforest under major threat says new report

SOUTHEAST ASIA

e USD 42 million program launched for primary forests in Southeast Asia and the Pacific

Indonesia

e Indonesia Establishes Mining Fine Rules for Forest Area Operations
e Protecting Brazil and Indonesia's tropical forests requires political will, law enforcement and
public pressure

Cambodia

e Sovereign Forests, Sovereign Finance: An Opportunity for Sustainable Development in Cambodia

Vietnam

e Strengthening policies and legislation: A foundation for promoting sustainable forestry
development
e Digital technology application enhances forest management, protection

EAST ASIA
China

e China unveils regulation on forest, grassland fire management
e International Forum on Asia-Pacific Forests held in Pu’er, China
e China moves to accelerate modernization of state forestry farms

Japan

e Hioki Forest Hills certified as an “Other Effective Area-based Conservation Measure” (OECM)

CENTRAL AND WEST ASIA

o Strengthening regional cooperation for sustainable forests and biodiversity in Central Asia
o Countries meet to discuss strategies for mainstreaming forest biodiversity

Kazakhstan

e Planting Trees to Heal Old Wounds: Can a Desert Forest Save the Aral’s Last Residents?

SOUTH ASIA

India

e Why Supreme Court quashed Bombay HC ruling_on ‘private forests’ & flagged judicial indiscipline



https://www.fijivillage.com/news/Landowners-to-have-greater-authority-over-forest-licensing-as-Parliament-unanimously-passes-Forestry-Bill-5r8fx4/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/australianz/papua-new-guineas-rainforest-under-major-threat-says-new-report
https://www.fao.org/asiapacific/news/news-detail/usd42-million-program-launched-for-primary-forests-in-southeast-asia-and-the-pacific/en
https://discoveryalert.com.au/indonesia-forest-protection-regulations-2025-mining/
https://phys.org/news/2025-10-brazil-indonesia-tropical-forests-requires.html
https://www.undp.org/cambodia/blog/sovereign-forests-sovereign-finance-opportunity-sustainable-development-cambodia
https://en.nhandan.vn/strengthening-policies-and-legislation-a-foundation-for-promoting-sustainable-forestry-development-post156596.html
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/digital-technology-application-enhances-forest-management-protection-post333878.vnp
https://english.www.gov.cn/policies/latestreleases/202511/21/content_WS6920398ac6d00ca5f9a07b8c.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://eng.sectsco.org/20251028/2039615.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202511/18/WS691bcff8a310d6866eb2a08e.html
https://www.hioki.co.jp/
https://www.fao.org/turkiye/news/newsdetails/strengthening-regional-cooperation-for-sustainable-forests-and-biodiversity-in-central-asia/
https://www.fao.org/in-action/fao-turkey-partnership/news/details/en/c/1754485/
https://timesca.com/planting-trees-to-heal-old-wounds-can-a-desert-forest-save-the-arals-last-residents/
https://theprint.in/judiciary/why-supreme-court-quashed-bombay-hc-ruling-on-private-forests-flagged-judicial-indiscipline/2782272/

e How FCA 2023 amendments seek to undermine Adivasi land protections guaranteed in Forest
Rights Act, 2006: SC

Bangladesh

e From deforestation to restoration: How the government reversed Cox’s Bazar land grabs
e Two landmark ordinances approved to conserve forest, wildlife

Nepal

o Nepal receives $9.4 million for forest carbon credits under the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility

o Restoration Strategies in Nepal’s Community Forests: Approaches, Challenges, and Lessons
Learned

e Charting a new future for sustainable trade in CITES-protected Himalayan medicinal plants

AMAZON REGION

e Deforestation in Brazil's Amazon hits 11-year low ahead of COP30

o Brazil Amazonian state postpones cattle tracking key to preventing deforestation
¢ Indigenous Guard across the Amazon unite forces to protect their territories

e COP30 should accelerate anti-deforestation efforts

CONGO REGION

e Congo Basin Forests Hold Trillions in Untapped Value: New Report Calls for Strategic Global
Investment

e Community forests in DRC: A proven solution for a “solutions country”

e 2025 Congo Basin Assessment Report — Executive Summary

e Gabon signs landmark climate finance deal for Congo rainforests

e The fate of Africa’s forests at COP30

For more information, please contact: mofaisecretariat@adb.org

FOREST LAW DATABASES - FAOLEX eTimberLex « ECOLEX ¢
in collaboration with the ADB Library

Copyright © 2026 mofaisecretariat, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.



https://adb.us21.list-manage.com/profile?u=5108fb9b08bf149100e8d6cd3&id=a03d6a081a&e=%5BUNIQID%5D&c=9a5b41b466
https://adb.us21.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=5108fb9b08bf149100e8d6cd3&id=a03d6a081a&t=b&e=%5BUNIQID%5D&c=9a5b41b466
https://login.mailchimp.com/signup/email-referral/?aid=5108fb9b08bf149100e8d6cd3
https://cjp.org.in/how-fca-2023-amendments-seek-to-undermine-adivasi-land-protections-guaranteed-in-forest-rights-act-2006-sc/
https://www.tbsnews.net/features/panorama/deforestation-restoration-how-government-reversed-coxs-bazar-land-grabs-1279746
https://www.bssnews.net/news-flash/338653
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2025/11/16/nepal-receives-9-4-million-for-forest-carbon-credits-under-the-forest-carbon-partnership-facility
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/397253790_Restoration_Strategies_in_Nepal%27s_Community_Forests_Approaches_Challenges_and_Lessons_Learned
https://www.traffic.org/news/charting-a-new-future-for-sustainable-trade-in-cites-protected-himalayan-medicinal-plants/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/cop/brazils-amazon-deforestation-falls-11-12-months-through-july-2025-10-30/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/brazil-amazonian-state-postpones-cattle-tracking-key-preventing-deforestation-2025-12-03/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/indigenous-guard-across-amazon-unite-forces-protect-their-territories-2025-12-10/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/11/20/cop30-should-accelerate-anti-deforestation-efforts
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2025/10/20/congo-basin-forests-hold-trillions-in-untapped-value-new-report-calls-for-strategic-global-investment
https://www.rainforestfoundationuk.org/community-forests-in-drc-a-proven-solution-for-a-solutions-country/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.unsdsn.org/resources/2025-congo-basin-assessment-report-executive-summary/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/gabon-signs-landmark-climate-finance-deal-congo-rainforests-2025-11-18/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://africanclimatewire.org/2025/11/the-fate-of-africas-forests-at-cop30/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fao.org/faolex/country-profiles/en/
https://www.fao.org/faolex/timberlex/
https://www.ecolex.org/



