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ADB, ADBI, and UNEP Convene Policy Dialogue on the Model Forest Act Initiative Ahead of
COP30

On 25 September, the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the Asian Development Bank Institute
(ADBI), and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) convened a high-level roundtable in Tokyo
to advance the Model Forest Act Initiative (MoFAIl). The dialogue brought together senior voices
including ADBI Dean Bambang Brodjonegoro, ADB General Counsel Thomas Clark, ADB
Environment Director Yoko Watanabe, UNEP Law Director Patricia Kameri-Mbote, and Chief
Justice Antonio Herman Benjamin of Brazil’'s High Court. In a recorded message, COP30
President André Corréa do Lago welcomed the initiative, stressing that forests and the law will be
priorities of the COP30 Presidency. Participants from the Japan Ministry of Environment,
scientists, lawyers, academics, and international organizations contributed to the consultations.

Following the roundtable, MoFAI Drafting Committee meetings were held from 26—-29 September
in Tokyo. Members conducted a detailed review of the draft text, covering enforcement and
access to justice, forest governance institutions, classification and permitting systems, and
finance, as well as principles and definitions. The meetings also advanced work on the
accompanying Legislative Guide and set out next steps.

The Tokyo consultations mark a major milestone in MoFAI’s global partnership. The draft text will
be presented at COP30 in November, with the “General Part” of the Model Forest Act and its
Legislative Guide scheduled for launch in 2026.
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o Draft Forest Bill 2025 Summary — Ministry of Forestry

e Public Consultation on Fiji’'s Forest Law Reform

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

e |n New Guinea, megadiverse lowland forests are most at risk of deforestation

SOUTHEAST ASIA

e USD 42 million program launched for primary forests in Southeast Asia and the Pacific

PHILIPPINES

e DENR: How to save 1.2m hectares of forest lands

e DENR unveils Sustainable Forest Land Management Agreement (SFLMA)

o New forest policy wins business backing_but alarms green groups

INDONESIA

o Civil society demands new, fair forestry law to protect ecosystems

e \Who is clearing Indonesia’s forests — and why?

o WWEF warns of “Empty Forest Syndrome,” urges stronger governance

EAST ASIA
CHINA

e China revises Forest Stewardship Standard to boost climate resilience

e China issues reform plan for collective forest tenure system

e Forest cover in China has doubled since 2010, but primary forest loss persists

JAPAN

e Japan enhances carbon sequestration through high-precision forest mapping

e Forests of the Rising_Sun: A vital resource in Japan’s climate strategy,

e Japan’s smart forests use IoT to fight climate change
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CENTRAL AND WEST ASIA

o Baku Forest Declaration: Central Asia _and Caucasus Call for Climate Justice and
Indigenous Rights

o Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Forestry in Greater Central Asia

e Tugai Forests: Central Asia’s Hidden Oasis and the Fight for Their Survival

SOUTH ASIA
PAKISTAN

o KP expands forest cover, aims for green transformation

e Supreme Court ruling on forest depletion and Article 9A in KP

e Punjab increases penalties for forest offences under new regulations

NEPAL

o Nepal sees positive outcome from reforestation project using_local knowledge

e Paradigm Change in Forest Management Governance in Nepal

o Nepal's green agenda: Revising_the National Biodiversity Strategic Action Plan (NBSAP)

e President issues ordinance to amend land-related acts

AMAZON

e Strategies against deforestation across the Amazon Basin

e Forest Restoration in the Amazon: What is the Role of State-level Public Policies?

e |'s time to pay the true value of tropical forest conservation (commentary)

e PBrazil passes ‘devastation bill’ that drastically weakens environmental law

CONGO REGION

e DRC'’s plan for the world’s largest tropical forest reserve would be good for the planet: can
it succeed?

e GOOD NEWS: New Tropical Rainforest Protections in the Congo

e Congo-Brazzaville’s Silent Canopy: FPIC, Timber Dividends and State Resolve

For more information, please contact: mofaisecretariat@adb.org
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