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MoFAI Updates

MoFAI Showcases Potential Solutions at the Borneo Rainforest Law Conference 

The Model Forest Act Initiative (MoFAI) gained attention at the prestigious Borneo Rainforest Law 
Conference held in Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia, from January 26-28, 2024. 

Co-organized by The Commonwealth Lawyers Association and Sabah Law Society, the conference 
delved into critical topics like climate justice, human rights, and legal frameworks crucial for effective 
environmental governance. 

MoFAI Project Manager Samantha Sy presented the initiative, highlighting MoFAI's potential to empower 
diverse stakeholders in developing and strengthening legal frameworks for sustainable forest 
management. She specifically focused on how the General Part of the Model Forest Act can be a 
resource for addressing key legal challenges faced in Southeast Asia. This presentation also served to 
update stakeholders who had participated in previous MoFAI consultations, fostering ongoing dialogue 
and collaboration.   
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 FOREST LAW DEVELOPMENTS IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 
GLOBAL 

Over 60% of the most-at-risk companies are failing to implement deforestation policies  Nature 
restoration: EU Parliament adopts law to restore 20% of EU’s land and sea 
Q&A: What does the EU ‘nature restoration’ law mean for climate and biodiversity? 
The EU has signed a major deal with Côte d'Ivoire to protect and restore the country’s forests  
5 common misunderstandings about the EU’s deforestation policy, clarified 
Forest storm resilience depends on the interplay between functional composition and climate
—Insights from European-scale simulations 
IUCN Members in Asia commit to strengthened conservation action at Regional Members 
Committee 

CENTRAL AND WEST ASIA 

Kazakhstan 

AI to Fight Forest Fires in Kazakhstan 

Turkemenistan 

Experts will hold a seminar on amending the Forest Code of Turkmenistan  

SOUTHEAST ASIA
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Indonesia 

How Indonesia Can Better Conserve Sumatra’s Peatland Forests  

Thailand

Thailand launches forest sector carbon-credit trade in Khon Kaen  

Vietnam 

Vietnam earns 51.5 mln USD from first forest carbon credit sale  

Philippines

Infrastructure firm launches Philippines’ first biodiversity offset project  

Malaysia 

Indigenous activist on how to confront powerful forces to protect Malaysian forests and people 
– and win 

SOUTH ASIA

India 

Indian forest act faces challenge in Supreme Court  

Pakistan 

Pakistan bucks global trend with 30-year mangrove expansion  
Controversy arises over transfer of Makhniyal forest to TMA  
20% forest area lost to urbanisation in Pakistan 

AMAZON REGION

Critical Transitions in the Amazon forest system 
‘Unprecedented’ stress in up to half of the Amazon may lead to tipping point by 2050  Critics 
decry controversial bill that loosens deforestation restrictions in Peru 
Brazil’s Cerrado to lose over 26 mln ha by 2050 unless protection law targets big landowners, 
researchers say 

CONGO REGION 

Mapping how deforested land in Africa is used 
Global tree-planting push threatens African grasslands, warns report 
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