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AN ACT DEFI NI NG AND PENALI ZI NG THE CRI ME OF
PLUNDER

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Phi li ppi nes in Congress assenbl ed:

SECTION 1. Definition of Ternms. - As used in this Act, the term

a) "Public Oficer" neans any person hol ding any public office
in the Governnent of the Republic of the Philippines by virtue of
an appoi ntnent, election or contract.

b) "Government" includes the National Governnent, and any of its
subdi vi si ons, agencies or instrumentalities, including
gover nment -owned or -controlled corporations and their
subsi di ari es.

c) "Person" includes any natural or juridical person, unless the
context indicates otherw se.

d) "lIll-gotten wealth" nmeans any asset, property, business
enterprise or materi al possession of any person within the purview
of Section Two (2) hereof, acquired by himdirectly or indirectly
t hrough dummr es, nom nees, agents, subordinates and/ or business
associ ates by any conbination or series of the follow ng neans or
simlar schemes:



1) Through m sappropriation, conversion, msuse, or malversation
of public funds or raids on the public treasury;

2) By receiving, directly or indirectly, any comnm ssion, gift,
share, percentage, kickbacks or any other form of pecuniary
benefit from any person and/or entity in connection with any
government contract or project or by reason of the office or
position of the public officer concerned,

3) By the illegal or fraudulent conveyance or disposition of
assets belonging to the National Government or any of its
subdi vi si ons, agencies or instrumentalities or governnent-owned or
-controll ed corporations and their subsidiaries;

4) By obtaining, receiving or accepting directly or indirectly
any shares of stock, equity or any other formof interest or
participation including the promise of future enploynment in any
busi ness enterprise or undertaking;

5) By establishing agricultural, industrial or conmercia
nmonopol i es or ot her conbi nati ons and/or inplenmentati on of decrees
and orders intended to benefit particul ar persons or specia
interests; or

6) By taking undue advantage of official position, authority,
rel ati onshi p, connection or influence to unjustly enrich hinself
or thenselves at the expense and to the damage and prejudi ce of
the Filipino people and the Republic of the Philippines.

SEC. 2. Definition of the Crinme of Plunder; Penalties. - Any
public officer who, by hinmself or in connivance with nenbers of
his famly, relatives by affinity or consanguinity, business
associ ates, subordi nates or other persons, amasses, accumul ates or
acquires ill-gotten wealth through a conbination or series of
overt or crimnal acts as described in Section 1 (d) hereof, in
t he aggregate amount or total value of at |east Seventy-five
mllion pesos (P75,000,000.00), shall be guilty of the crinme of
pl under and shall be punished by life inprisonment with perpetua
absol ute disqualification from holding any public office. Any
person who participated with the said public officer in the
commi ssi on of plunder shall |ikewi se be punished. In the
i mposition of penalties, the degree of participation and the
attendance of mtigating and extenuating circunstances shall be
considered by the court. The court shall declare any and al
ill-gotten wealth and their interests and other inconmes and assets
i ncludi ng the properties and shares of stocks derived fromthe
deposit or investnment thereof forfeited in favor of the State.

SEC. 3. Conpetent Court. - Until otherw se provided by |aw, al
prosecutions under this Act shall be within the origina
jurisdiction of the Sandi ganbayan.

SEC. 4. Rule of Evidence. - For purposes of establishing the



crime of plunder, it shall not be necessary to prove each and
every criminal act done by the accused in furtherance of the
schenme or conspiracy to amass, accunulate or acquire ill-gotten
wealth, it being sufficient to establish beyond reasonabl e doubt a
pattern of overt or crinmnal acts indicative of the overal

unl awf ul schene or conspiracy.

SEC. 5. Suspension and Loss of Benefits. - Any public officer
agai nst whom any crim nal prosecution under a valid infornmation
under this Act in whatever stage of execution and node of
participation, is pending in court, shall be suspended from
of fice. Should he be convicted by final judgment, he shall |ose
all retirement or gratuity benefits under any law, but if he is
acquitted, he shall be entitled to reinstatenment and to the
sal ari es and ot her benefits which he failed to receive during
suspensi on, unless in the nmeantinme, adm nistrative proceedings
have been fil ed agai nst him

SEC. 6. Prescription of Crinmes. - The crinme punishabl e under
this Act shall prescribe in twenty (20) years. However, the right
of the State to recover properties unlawfully acquired by public
officers fromthemor fromtheir nom nees or transferees shall not
be barred by prescription, |aches, or estoppel

SEC. 7. Separability of Provisions. - |If any provisions of this
Act or the application thereof to any person or circunstance is
hel d invalid, the remaining provisions of this Act and the
application of such provisions to other persons or circunstances
shall not be affected thereby.

SEC. 8. Scope. - This Act shall not apply to or affect pending
prosecuti ons or proceedi ngs, or those which nay be instituted
under Executive Order No. 1, issued and promrul gated on February
28, 1986.

SEC. 9. Effectivity. - This Act shall take effect after fifteen
(15) days fromits publication in the Oficial Gazette and in a
newspaper of general circulation.
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