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Acts, Ordinances, President's Orders and Regulations 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT 

Islamabad, the 30th May. 20)7 

No. F. 22(39)/2016-Legis.—The Following Acts of Majlis-e-Shoora 
(Parliament) received die assent of the President on thc 30th May. 2017 is hereby 
published for general information:— 

Act NO. )02 OF 2017 

to provide fiir alternative dispute resolution 

WHEREAS the State is required to ensure inexpensive and expeditiousjuslice, 

AND WHEREAS all alternative dispute resolution system can facilitate settlanent 
of disputes expeditiously without resort to formal litigation: 

It is hereby enacted as follows:— 

I. 	Short title. extent and commencement.—( I) -This Act may be 
called the A Iternaiit. e Dispute Resolution Ad, 2017. 

(611) 
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It shall extend lo the Islamabad Capital Tenitory. 

II shall come into bite at once. 

2. 	Definitinns.—In this Acb unless th 
	

nythiug repugnant in the 

subject or context. 

(a) 	'A henintivc Dispute Resolution CADRE means a process in which 
panics resort to resolving a dispute otherthan by adjudication by courts 
and includes. but is not limited to. arbitration. mediation, conciliation 

and neutral evnlualrth: 

'ADR Centre' means the ADR Centre notified by the Government 
for the purposes or this Act: 

'arbitration-  means a proeCss by which parties submit a dispute to the 
decision of a Neutral person or persons appointed by mutual consent 
or under a statutory or contractual provision; 

'award means an arbitration award; 

'conciliation' means a process in which a Neutral person eneouraces 
the parties to resolve their civil or commercial disputes voluntarily 
including bv advising on possible solutions and terms of settlement: 

(12 	•Court means any court. tribunal or quasi-judicial fora having original 
jurisdiction: 

'Government' means the Federal Government; 

'High Coon.  mean the High Court concerned: 

(mediation' means a process in which a mediator facilitates dispute 
resolution by encouraging communication and negotiation between the 
parties_ in order for them to arrive at a mutually 6E1115Ni:tory agreemelTh 

-Ncutrar includes :in arbitrator. conciliator, evaluator and mcdiator or 
any other impania I person who is illeThdOd ill the pane* 

'panel' means the panel orNeutrals nntitied under section 4( 

(I) 	'prescribed' means prescribed by rules made under this Act; 

(in) 'rules' means the rules made under this Ael; 

(Schedtple(  means a Schedule annexed to this Act: and 

'settlement' means the agreement reached between the  

result of successful APR, other than an award 
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CHAPTER-1 

CIVIL MATTERS 

3. 	Reference to APR, (1 }The Court, on the first dalcafierappearance 
of all parries. shall refer every civil matter mentioned in the Schedule for ADR 
except where— 

(a) 	any of the parties to the dispute do not agree for ADR : 

(h) 	the Court havingregard to the rads and circumstances olthe ease, is 
satisfied all  there is no possibility of rose It Mon of the dispute Ihrouoh 
ADR: or 

(c) 	an intricate question of lag or fact is involved. 

Before referral to ADR. the Court may frame issues with the consent 
of the parties for facilitating the settlement of the dispute: 

Provided that the 'Neutral may frame additional issues if so required during 
the course of ADR proceedings. with the consent of the panics. 

The Court, on application of any party to the dispute before it with the 
consent of all parties. may refer any civil matter mentioned in the Schedule toADR 
at any stage of the proceedings, 

This section shall not apply where ex-parre proceedings are subsisting 
against the defendant or the respondent: 

Provided that even if such proceedings are set aside. the case shall not be 
referred to ADR unless the Court keeping in view the stage of the proceedings of 
the case or any agreement cif the parties. decides ntherevisc. 

4. 	Panel of Neutrals.—(1) The Government, after consultation with 
the High Court, shall notify in the official Gazette a panel of Neutrals for each 

disgict from amongst lawyers with Cl least seven years practising experience. retired 
Inclues. retired civil servants_ ulemajurists. technocrats nod experts and such other 
pcNons of repute and integrity having such qualifications and experience as may be 
Fresenbed. 

Provided held tie representation shall be given 10 Warllen, having prescribed 
quaI ifications and experience- in the pane I of Neutrals. 

The Government may arrange surd] training courses for Nail '-tilt as 
FILLY be prescribed. 

The Govenunetet may, in the like manner as provided in sub-section 
amend the panel by adding or modifying any entry therein or omitting any entry 

therefrom 
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(4) 	The Cioventtoont may not remove Neutral once Ite seized of the 
inarter referred to hini unless both parties agree on his replacement. 

5. 	Appointmeffi of Ncutrals.—While referring the matter for A DR, 
the Couit shall appoint a Neutral or any titer person agreed upon by the parties or 
refer the matter to an ADR Centre. 

Pmvided that where the parties neither agree in a Neutral nor any other 
person. the Cmitt shall appoint a Neutral in its discretion: 

Provided further Mai where one or both of the parties to the dispute are 
women, the Neutral shall preferably be a woman 

6, 	Referral to ADR Centre.—Thv Court may, with the CI-MSC:Ili of the 
parties. refer the matter to an A DR Centre: 

Provided that if the ease is referred to au A DR Centre and one or both of 
the panics to the dispute are women. the case shall preferably be dealt with by a 
team including a wont all. 

7 	Appearance of pm-den—Upon Terming the matter for ADR. the 
Court shall dircet ihe parties to appear before the Neutral or ADR Centre. as the 
ease may he. on the date and time fixed by the Court. 

S. 	Reference In AIM before legal proceedings. — (I) If the panics 
agree on ADR before Mitiating the proceedings in the Court. they may make an 
:girlie:Mon to the Court or an A DR CCIlite tor resolution of their dispute through 
A I 

in receipt of an application under sub-sectiou ( I). the Conn orAt)R 
Cent] w as nu ease may be, shall refer the 'natter to a Neutral or such other person 
as may he agreed upon by the parries. 

(3) The provisions of this Act shall oudatis nnoandis apply to Om 
proceedings iinc.lcr this section. 

9. 	ADR proceedings. (].) I he parties to the dispute shall take part in 
the ADR proceedings in person or through duly aulhorned representatives or 
attorneys. 

(2) A Neutral appffinted by die Court or all ADR Centre to whom the 
matter is referred for mediation, conciliation or other mode of ADR shall dispose of 
the matter within a period of thirty days: 

Provided that the noun or the ADR Centre as ale ease may be, may for 
sufficient cause extend this period for further fifteen days on a request made bythe • 
Neutral. 
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Op 	If 	matter is referred to an arbitrator lw shall complete the process 

within sixty day.s:  

Provided that the Court may for 5uflicient cause extend this period for 

further thirty days on a reguem made by the arbitrator. 

(d) 	The Court may, POOL time io (line. give such directions as ir deems fit 

regarding the conduct of the ALM and the same shail be binding on the patties and 

the Neutral 

(5) 	Any party who fails to attend or who requests an adjoLLITmera in any 

ADR proceedines or fails to cornplywith a deadline stipulated either by thc Court or 

by the Neutral or does any other act which has the effect of delaying the ADR 

proceedings, shall be liable to pay costs to the other party as may be determined by 

the Neutral. 

10. 	Settlement and award.—( I) If as a result of the mediation or 

conciliaun a settlement is reached he 	the parties. the Neutral sine IL record 

such settlement, duly witnessed and signed by him and by the parties or their duly 

authorized reprosemmiyeS or agOilleys and submit IL to the Court which shall 

pronounce Kidgment and pass decree in terms of the Settlement 

If the settlement relates only to part of the dispute. Me Court shall 

pass order in terms of such settlement., while 44ndieating upon the remaining pad. 

The arbitrator on determination of Ihe dispute shall render a written 

award-duly signed by him and by the parties or their duly authorized representatives 

or attorneys and submit it to the Conti which shall pronounce judgment and pass 

decree M terms of the award. 

(4.1 If the Neutral was appointed by an ADR Centre belore initiation of 

legal proceedings, he shall sub no it the settlement or award, duly witiesed and signed 

by him and by the panics or their duly authorized representatives or attorneys. to the 

said Centre which shall submit the same to the Court and the Court shall pmnounee 

judgment and pass decree in terms of the settlement or award. 

(5) 	If the parties. have themselves resorted to AL)11 and a settlement is 

reached between them. they may make application to the Gond to make t lieS same 

Rule of theCourt. I he Court, if satisfied that the matter has been voluntarily sdlled 

mid the document recording the settlement has been duly witnessed and signed by 

the parties, shall pronounce judgment and pass decree in terms claw Neilicrinent. 

I I. Failure uf ADR.--- If the ellorts of the. Neutral fail to bring Align a 

settlement between the parties or does nut result in an award, the Neutral shall 

submit a report to the Colin which shall proceed with die ease Irtini the stage it was 

referred for the ADR. 
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Failure of AIM Centre etc.—Where the parties have directly 
approached an A DR ( entre or before Miciating the proceedings in the COIM autiHIE: 

ADR Centre has failed to thing about a settlement or resith in an award. no legal 

proceedings shall be initiated thereafter by either par) without intimating the Coun 
about the failure of the ANC 

Execution of an order or a decree.—Where all order or a decree 

is passed Ilya Conn iiilTowing A DR. 6 shall be executed in themanner as prescribed 

and if no such manner is prescribed under this Act, it shall be executable in aecordance 
with the procedure provided for in the relevant law. 

ClIAPI ER-11 

COMPOUNDABLE OFFENCES 

ADR in compou oda Me offences.—(1) Where the Coon takes 

cognizance of a compoundable offence sped red in section 345 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1696.lor under anv other law for the time being 

in force, the Cour) may appoint a Neutral or sneh other person as may he agreed 
upon by the parties to facilitate cornpounding of the offence: 

Provided that the Court shall not refer a case for compounding of an offence 
without consent of the panics. 

The Neutral appointed under sub-section (I) shall try to Neil lute 
compounding of the offence Within thirty days. 

lithe offence is compounded_ the Neutral shall submit a report in this 

respect in the Court duly witnessed and signed by him and by the persons authorthed 
to compound the offence under ally law for time being in fonie and the Court shall 

pass order and the accused shall he discharged. 

If the efforts of the Neutral for cornpounding the offence fail. the 

Court shall proceed with die trial from the sine it was referred In the Neutral. 

If Off parties have themselves resorted ro ADR and the offence is 

compounded in tenns of section 3iI5 of the Code (if Criminal Procedure. lthiS (Act 
V of 1119%) or any other law For the time being in force, they May make application 
Co the Courl in terms thereof If the Court is sat stied that the parties have voluntarily 

compounded the offence and the document recording their agreement has been 
duly witnessed and signed by them_ the Court shall pass order accordingly and die 
accused shall he discharged. 

Section 345 of the Code. of Criminal Procedure, 898 (Act V of 1698) 
or any other law under which the offence is compoundable shall Int(151(v aotaw(dis 

apply to the proceedings under this Chapter. 
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CHAPTER-III 

MISCELLANEOUS 

	

S. 	Costs and fees of ADR.—Tlte costs and fees of AM- process shall 
be lxime by the parties in such proportion as may be mutually agreed upon by Mein. 
failing which it shall be determined by thri Cowl . 

	

16. 	Utilization of services nf an evalumnr.— The Court or the Neutral 
or A DR Centre may utilize the seDices of an evaluator to dotennine any matter of 
financkl or any other nature in respect or aily proceedings before it or him. The 
evaluator shall render such assistance as may be required by the Court or the Neutral 
or ADR Centre. After completion k if the evaluation process. he evaluator shall 
submit a report to the Court or the Neutral or A DR Centre. as the ease may be. The 
panics shall pay costs of the evaluation and fee alike evaluator as maybe determined 
by the Court. 

I 7. Penal ensts—Any person ;vim willfully violates any provision ofthis 
Act, rules or any order of the Court with which he is required to comply shall be 
liable to penal costs which may extend to one hundred thousand rupees, in addition 
to any other costs or penalty to which he may be liable under the relevant law. 

	

18. 	Appeal and revision barred.—No appeal or revision shall lie from 
the decree or any order of the COLITL under this Act. 

	

19 	Savings. 	(I) Save as provided in this Act, the proceedings before 
the Neutral shall be privileged and shall not be admissible in evidence before any - 
Coon without consent of the parties and the Neutral shall not be required to appear 
as a witness or otherwise in ally arbitral or judicial proceedings with respect to a 
dispute tliat k or was the subjeet-matter of an EADR: 

Provided that the final settlement, award or agreement between thr panics, 
as thr case niay be, under Chapter 1 or Chapter II shall he admissihle in evidence in 
any subseq LIU al proecedings between ttern telating to the MIDIC subject-inatter, wholly 

or partly: 

The Neutral shall not act as a representative or attorney of any party 
to the ABR. in any subsequent proceedings with respect to a dispute Mat is or was 
the subject-matter of an ADV. 

No legal proceedings shall lie against a Neutral or any other person or 
official associated in the A DR process for any act done Or omitted to be done in 
good faith in the course of the perfommnee of his functions. in reference to such 
A DR. 

	

20. 	Application, etc., of certain laws. (1 I Subject to the provisions of 
this Act, the following laws and the rules made then:under ghall wotuttc murandis 

apply to proceedings under this AD. 

	

(a) 	the Oaths Act. 1E173(X of I 073 
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the Limitation Aet. 1908 	of 1908): and 

the Arbitration Act. 19401X of I 940). 

Provided that notwithstanding anything contained in theArbilration 

Act. 1940 (X of 1940), in case of an arbitration under this Act, the 

arbitrator shall be appointed by journal «grcement of the parties. 

Save as provided in this Act. the Code of Crim Mal Procedure. 1898 

(AM V or 898). the Code °I-Civil Procedure. 1908 (AM V of 1908)and the QCMUll-

e-Shalladd. 1984 (P.O. No. 10 of 1984) shall not apply to the 'DR proceedings 
under this Act. 

Provisions of this Act shall apply to a matter pending in the Court 

immediately before the commencement of this Act, on less the partiOS agree otherwise. 

Subject to the pmvisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder, 
Rules of Chamber of Cominerce and other relevant bodies, where applicable. shall 

nIulafL 1111110111,1S apply In proceeding) under this AO. 

Overriding effect.— Subject to section 20, the provisions of this Act 

shall have effect notwithstanding anything to the con "cry contained in any other 
law for the time being in Ijorce 

Transitory provision. 	Until a panel is notified the Court shall 

nominate a person agreed upon by the parties to early out ADR under this Ad who 

shall be deemed to be a Neutral. 

23, 	Cases pending in appeal or revision.— The provisions of this Act 

shall. with the consent of the parties flif I ithiS mortandis apply to matters pending in 

appeal or revision. 

24. 	Code of Conduct— Me Government shall notify Code ufGonduct 

For Neutral tattitrator. 0000t lie or. mvaillator and mediator) in consultation with Chief 
Justice of Islamabad High Corn. 

25 	Power to make rules.—( I) The Government. may, by notification in 
the official Gazelle, make rules to carry out dm purposes of this Am. 

(2) 	(he rules made uncle: sub-section ( I ) shall haveeffect notwithstanding 
anything to the contrary contained in any rules made under any other law for the 

time being in force. 

26. 	Removal of difficulty.— If any difficulty arises in giving effect to 

any provision of this Am, the Government may make such order not inconsistent 
with the provisions of this Act as may be necessary to remove the difficulty. 



PART I 	• LE GAZETTE OF PAKISTAN EXTRA JUNE. 2017 	619 

27. 	Repeal.-- Subjcct 10 he provisions of sub-section 0/ 00 NeCILOn 
section 894 of the Code of Civil Procedure_ 1908 (Ain V ol 1908). to 1110 e.sLciiI of 

area or areas to wh!cli this Act is extended. shall sland 01003 led. 

SCHEDULE 

(See section 3111] 

A dispute between a landlord mid tenant. 

Pre-cmpticm cases. 

1. 	Land and property disputes 

4. 	Chil matters under the SmullClainIs and Minor Offences Coons Ordinance. 

2002 

Commeicial dispute including but not limited lo any claim, right or interekt 

arising out or trade and commerce. 

6. 	Contractual cases. 

Disputes relating to professional negligence. 

Suits for specific performance. 

Companies and banking mauer0. 

0. 	Insurance. 

Negotiuble instruments. 

Personal injury. 

Compensation and damages suits. 

I 5. 	Disputes under die Canal and Drainage Law. 

16 	Dispute for recovery of movable property or value thereof. 

17 	Dispute for separatepossession ofjoint immovable properly through 	tie 

or otherwise, 

18 	Dispolii. for redemption of pang:v*2d properq..... 

Dispute for rendition oracco was ofjoint property. 

20 	Dispute to restrain waste and remove nuisance. 

Mesne profits of prOpely. 

22. 	Any other matter under lhe law not falling inthcSchedulebotagreed to by 

the parties for settlement under this Act. 

JAWAD RAFIQUE MALIK, 

,S00 
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CORRIGENDA 

Ito the Lageng of Pakistan 	 Part!elated alh October 2010, 
Jet NO 	of 20101 

Page 646 In line 11. the words "change of Connor may he read as "change in 

Page 651 In line 06. the words "semiwolou may be read asththenth-colon and-

Page 652 In line 04, the word -of ma be read as ii 

Page 654 In line 02 the words ''sew Rohm" may be read asThemitholon and 

Page 658 In line II. in ilia running heading We words 'audits may he read as 

Page 658 in line 20. the word "commission" may he read as"Commissionth 

Page 662 In line 22. the word thherelbre may he read as "therefor-. 

Page 662 In line 29. the word "Orders' may be read rth "orders" 

Page 663 In line 32, Elle word -Order" may be read as "order". 

Page 666 In line 34, the word "woe may be read as "own". 

Page 670 In line 32. We word -therefore may be read as 'thierefore 

Page 671 In line 0 in the running heading the word "Court" may he read as 

Page 671 In line 05. in the running headtng the words. -Competition Appellate 
ribunal-  may be read as 'Competition Appellate tribunal" 

Pace 671 In line 19, the words "disclosure Inc may he read as "disclosure of 

Page 674 In line 22. the words "Act, the Act-  may he read as -Ace. , 

Page 675 In line 09, the %rads shall use aga 	may he read as "shall be 
aaains" 

Page 675 In line 15, the word "undertaking-  may be read as "undenakings". 

As the (MAIM AS PokISI101 Ealraonlinary. 	dated Iggh ehrign 20I 
Act No HI 01 20171 

Page. I:1n he 	 ligure"ljth February" may he read a," 9th February" 

JAWAD RAFIQUth MALIK-
Secretary 

111 1111 MANALI PRINIIMILCRPORAIION (IF PAkISTAN IKSS, LSL,Ala BAD 
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